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SUBJECT: VISIT TO SPAIN OF DUTCH FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . THE VISIT TO MADRID FEBRUARY 26-28 OF DUTCH FOREIGN 
MINISTER VAN DER KLAAUW COMPLETED THE CYCLE OF SUCH 
VISITS BY EC FOREIGN MINISTERS, AND TURNED OUT TO HAVE 
BEEN AN AGREEABLE FINALE AS FAR AS THE SPANISH WERE 
CONCERNED. THE VISITOR WAS SUPPORTIVE OF SPANISH ENTRY 
INTO THE EC, A POINT ON WHICH SPANISH PRESS ATTENTION 
FOCUSED, AND EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING REGARDING SPAIN S 
CURRENT POSITION ON NATO. 

2. ON THE EC, IN FACT, VAN DER KLAAUW WAS CATEGORIC: 

"THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT, TO THE EXTENT OF ITS POSSIBILITIES," 

HE DECLARED AT THE LUNCHEON HOSTED BY SPANISH FONMIN 
OREJA, "WILL WORK ACTIVELY AND POSITIVELY FOR THE 
NEGOTIATIONS TO BEGIN WITHOUT DELAY AND PROGRESS WITHOUT 
HINDRANCE. WE ARE SURE THAT THE PROBLEMS PRESENTED BY 
SPAIN'S ADHESION CAN FIND SOLUTION." 
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3. REGARDING NATO, VAN DE KLAAUW TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE 
HE AGREED WITH OREJA ON THE NECESSITY FOR A CONSENSUS 
TO BE DEVELOPED IN SPAIN BEFORE INITIATING CONTACTS 
FOR SPANISH INTEGRATION. IN THE PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS, 

WE WERE TOLD BY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY’S CHIEF FOR WESTERN 
EUROPE (DEL PINO), VAN DER KLAAUW ALSO MADE CLEAR THAT 
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THE NETHERLANDS WOULD WELCOME SPANISH ENTRY INTO NATO. 

4. COMMENT: THE NETHERLANDS HAS HAD A REPUTATION HERE AS 
THE COUNTRY MOST OPPOSED TO FRANCO SPAIN AND LEAST WILLING 
TO CREDIT SPAIN S CREDENTIALS AS A DEMOCRACY MEETING THE 
POLITICAL CRITERIA FOR ENTRY INTO THE EC AND NATO. THE 
GOS HAS BEEN MINDFUL - AND SOMETIMES SOMEWHAT RESENTFUL - 
OF THIS. AND ACCORDING TO A KEY FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL. 

SUAREZ VISITED THE NETHERLANDS FIRST IN HIS SWING LAST 
YEAR AROUND THE EC CIRCUIT, ON THE GROUNDS IT WOULD BE 
THE TOUGHEST. ON THE BASIS OF COMMENTS MADE TO US BY 
DEL PINO, IT SEEMS CLEAR THE GOS ATTRIBUTES THE EVIDENT 
SHIFT IN DUTCH ATTITUDE AT LEAST IN PART TO THE RECENT 
CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT THERE. STABLER 
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